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appears as if the government would now be altogether
conducted by Court intrigues practising on the weak-
ness of the Emperor. No man will be really responsible,
and no measure or system will be in any degree to be
depended upon. I have received Mr. Wickham's letter
and am confirmed in my intention of protesting at an
audience of the Emperor, against M. de Lehrbach's con-
duct in withholding this important proceeding from
Mr. Wickham, as well as against the proceeding itself as
it concerns His Majesty, his allies, and the general cause.
6 This step will not be an auspicious commencement
of an intimate and confidential intercourse with M. de
Lehrbach, and I cannot conceal from myself and your
Lordship that the duties which are rising at Vienna
will probably be such as I shall be very ill-qualified to
discharge. But this and many other points must be
reserved for the present.'

The demand by Lord Minto of an audience for the
purpose of remonstrating with the Emperor on his
choice of a Premier, was felt, even by Baron Thugut,
to be a somewhat strong measure. Lord Minto, how-
ever, appears to have been of opinion that * Honour's
bound to plainness when Majesty stoops to folly,' and
though ready to proclaim to the world, if so required,
his faith in His Imperial Majesty's virtues, he was
determined to open his eyes to the estimation in which
his Minister was held.

The narrative of these events is to be found at full
length in LordMinto's despatches to the Foreign Office,